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Legacy Information 

Ovarian cancer claims the life of a woman in the UK every two hours. Yet somehow 

even this shocking fact coupled with it being the biggest gynaecological killer in the 

UK does not allow it significant public profiling or support comparable to other 

cancers. 

Spending on breast cancer research in the last 20 years has literally transformed the 

outlook for women with the disease and survival rates have dramatically increased. 

Survival rates for women with ovarian cancer are almost unchanged in the same 

timeframe.  In fact in the UK we have some of the worst survival rates in the 

developed world. 

Shaping the future – how you can help 

Set up in 2006, the Ovarian Cancer Action Research Centre is the UK’s only 

dedicated centre for research into the disease. Focus concentrates on translational, 

world-class projects aimed at driving substantial clinical benefits for patients.  

“The Ovarian Cancer Action Research Centre has made impressive progress over 

the last five years.  The project is ambitious and the proposal is innovative and 

insightful. This is important work and if it can be achieved, this is the team which will 

do it”, Prof. Robert Bast, MD Anderson Cancer Centre, Houston. 

Research is a long-term process and it can take many years to transform a fledgling 

idea into something that can change lives.  Whether a scientist wants to create a 

new or better ovarian cancer treatment, improve the accuracy and speed of 

diagnosis, or help healthcare professionals provide better support, every research 

project involves time, tools and crucially, funding. 

Leaving a Gift in your Will 

12 women a day currently die from ovarian cancer in the UK. You can help change 

that terrifying statistic by leaving a legacy gift to Ovarian Cancer Action. 

We often talk about someone’s legacy – things that remind us of a person who is 

sadly no longer with us.  But the word legacy when used in connection with a Will is 

often assumed to be the exclusive domain of the extremely wealthy. In reality a 

legacy can be any size and is simply a personal gift.  Such gifts, however small, are 

invaluable to our work.  

Making your Will is simple 

Anyone can choose to benefit Ovarian Cancer Action’s work in their Will, a codicil 

or even a letter of wishes.  We appreciate that you may have family and loved ones 

who you wish to care for fist. 
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We strongly advise that you consult a solicitor or legal professional when planning a 

Will to ensure it is valid and that your wishes are carried out in full.  It’s also advisable 

that from time to time you review your Will as personal circumstances can change 

over the years and can invalidate your existing Will. 

Decide who should benefit 

Make a list of who you want to benefit from your estate after your death, and in 

what way. Consider your friends and also consider the opportunities your Will gives 

you to help others, for example making a difference to women's health by leaving a 

legacy to Ovarian Cancer Action. 

Choose your executors 

They are the people who are responsible for administering your Will. It is best to 

choose two executors, and they can be beneficiaries of the Will. 

Get your Will signed and witnessed 

When the Will is drawn up, it will need to be signed by you in the presence of two 

witnesses, who cannot be beneficiaries. 

Keep your Will safe 

It's best to leave it with your solicitor for safekeeping but do keep a copy. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Why do I need to make a Will? 

All of us need to make a Will, to leave our loved ones financially secure, and to 

make sure our wishes are carried out after our deaths. 

Why leave a gift to Ovarian Cancer Action? 

A gift from a Will is hugely valuable to us.  The money we raise is entirely through 

voluntary donations, we do not receive statutory funding. With your generous 

support through remembering us in your Will, we believe that there is so much we 

can do to improve survival rates for women with the disease. 

How will a gift to Ovarian Cancer Action affect my tax position? 

Gifts to registered charities in your Will are tax free. So if the value of your estate is 

more than the tax threshold it could reduce the burden of Inheritance Tax. This could 

mean that, effectively, part of your gift is paid for by the taxman. Your solicitor or 

accountant can tell you more. 

If I decide to leave a gift to Ovarian Cancer Action, should I tell you? 

Remembering us in your Will is a very personal decision and one you may prefer not 

to share with us. But if you do decide to tell us in confidence, it will give us an 

opportunity to say thank you and tell you about the progress of our research work 

and the difference our work is making to people’s lives. To let us know simply 

complete and return the pledge form enclosed. Our pledge is to keep your details 

confidential and to say thank you so much. 
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If you decide you would like to leave a gift to Ovarian Cancer Action in your 

Will, there are a number of ways you can do this. 

Leave a share of your estate 

A good way to help is to leave us all or part of what is left of your estate after other 

gifts and debts have been paid. This type of gift (known as a residuary bequest) is 

easy to add to an existing Will without interfering with any specific sums you have left 

to family or friends. It also has the advantage that it will not be eroded in value by 

inflation over the years. 

Leave a fixed sum of money 

You may wish to leave us a stated sum of money. With this kind of gift (known as a 

pecuniary bequest), it is wise to remember that the value of money changes over 

the years, and you may need to alter your Will periodically to keep up with inflation. 

Leave a specific item of value 

You may wish to leave us a particular item (known as a specific bequest), which can 

be sold to support our work. It could be property such as a house, or an item of 

value such as an antique or a piece of jewellery. 

Donations in memory 

You may like to specify that if anyone makes a donation in your memory, it should 

be to Ovarian Cancer Action. We can send you a special form requesting this, 

which you can then keep with your Will. 

If you would like to discuss anything at all regarding 

leaving a legacy in strict confidence, please do not 

hesitate to call Nick -  020 7380 1734.
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Pledge form 

We would be very grateful if you would complete this form.  By doing so it will give us 

the opportunity to thank you personally and help us plan for the future. 

Please be assured that any information you give to us about your gift will be treated 

in the strictest confidence. 

Title:   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

First Name:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Surname:    ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address:   _______________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone no.  __________________________________________________________________ 

I have already left Ovarian Cancer Action a gift in my Will Yes/No 

I intend to leave Ovarian Cancer Action a gift in my Will Yes/No 

Type of gift 

I have left a pecuniary gift Yes/No 

I have left a residuary gift Yes/No 

Please send this completed form to Nick Healey email: nick@ovarian.org.uk, or 

post to: Ovarian Cancer Action , 8-12 Camden High Street, London NW1 0JH. 

Thank you so much for your kind gift. 
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